
 
TOWN OF LAKE LURE 

 

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

August 7, 2014 

 

 

  

Call to Order 
 
Chairman Ed Dittmer called to order the regular meeting of the Parks & Recreation Board at 
1:35pm 
 
Roll Call 
 
Board members present: Ed Dittmer, Jonathan Hinkle, Martyn Watts, Linda Turner,  
 
Board members absent: Jessica Kendall, Larry Czajkoski, Jim Walters 
 

Town officials present: Parks & Recreation Supervisor Melodie Potter, Environmental 
Management Officer Clint Calhoun, Town Manager Chris Braund 
 
Approval of Agenda and Meeting Minutes 
 
The agenda for the August 7, 2014 Board meeting was reviewed and a motion to accept was 
made by Linda Turner and seconded by Martyn Watts and all were in favor. 
 
The minutes for the July 3, 2014 Board Meeting were reviewed.  A motion to accept was made 
by Linda Turner and seconded by Martyn Watts and all were in favor. 
 
Review of the Budget 
 
Ed reviewed the status of this year’s P & R budget.  The only charges that were made so far on 
the budget was an expense just a little over $10K for the aerator system at the beach.  There is 
$10K remaining for the discretionary budget.  The part-timer Melodie has had for parks 
maintenance since the first of July has returned to school but she will be hiring another part-
timer. 
  
Status of Buffalo Creek Park  

 

Town Manager Chris Braund updated the Board on the use of the trail system in Buffalo Creek 
Park, in which for the month of July there were 1,100 users, about 20% were bike riders and 
80% were hikers.  Chris informed the Board on his discussion with the owners of the property 
adjacent to the park that the BCP steering committee desired to gain access rights across for the 
planned “easy” Green Trail, however, the owners have plans to build a home in that area in the 



future, so it looks like other options will have to be pursued for the Green trail.  The Green Trail 
is on hold status, and instead Trail Dynamics will start shortly on constructing the remaining 1.5 
miles of contracted for trail to the west, and thereafter continue on to Eagle Rock under a new 
phase 2 contract.   
 
Chris suggested the possibility for some easier trails for the resort by approaching Mr. King the 
owner of King’s Ranch.  The Phase I trail is holding up.  However, the heavy rain we received in 
July caused some erosion in the switchbacks. When Ed (Trail Dynamics crew chief) gets back, 
they’ll get out there with some volunteers and try different strategies to keep the trail from 
washouts.  Chris reviewed with the Board a layout of some signs they want to use, which will 
have instructions for hikers, bikers and climbers. 
 
The Town is working with Vic Knight in regards to the Wyndham lot intended for the enlarged 
public trailhead parking lot.  Vic has drawn up a plan to show where everything will be on that 
property with landscape plans as well.  The Town is in the process of working with Rumbling 
Bald Resort POA for review and a variance to allow a parking lot on the property.  Wyndham 
Resorts has offered to sell the 1 acre lot for the appraised value of $11K.   
 
Status of the aeration system for beach area and geese control 
 
The six aerators were installed the last week of July.  Clint has looked at the water samples from 
both June and July to compare them.  Being that the aerators were installed in the later part of 
July, and we have had heavy rains since installation, it may be another month of testing to see 
how the bacteria levels are in that area.  There was discussion regarding the beach area using 
filament line on the beach to keep the geese away.  Board members have not seen the filament 
being used, but have seen workers on the beach early in the morning picking up.  Martyn noted 
that he had seen the swan decoys used over at RBR golf courses.  There was discussion on how 
such decoys do not work in the long term as the geese soon realize that the fake swans are no 
threat. 
 
Ed mentioned that there are really no further steps that can be taken regarding the geese other 
than culling, which would have to be a Town Council decision.  There was further discussion 
regarding the geese management.  It was agreed that Clint would call Tyron Phillips, to find out 
what the charge would be for this service in this regard.   
 
It was suggested that due to some questions coming into the Town, that a small snippet be 
written and published on the Town website in regards to the bubbles coming up from the six 
aerators at the lake bottom in front of the beach.  Chris asked that the Board write an article 
about the aeration system and he would be happy to get that out.  Ed stated that he would write 
something up. 
 
Other Discussions  
  
Chris mentioned that the Cycle NC this last weekend was a great success.  The weather held up 
for 400+ riders.  People camped in Morse Park and enjoyed the festival.  Michelle Yelton 
promoted the event and the festival in Morse Park.  Chris discussed about how great the festival 



was and how it was really open to everyone, not just the cycling group.  It was discussed that in 
the future when we do these kinds of festivals and the other events the Town hosts, that we need 
to make sure it gets out that the festival is a great family activity open to all.  Martyn mentioned 
that his lodging establishment really did well.  Chris stated that not only were most of the hotels 
booked in town, but some riders had to go all the way out to Forest City for lodging.  There was 
further discussion about the TDA sending hoteliers and businesses in the community, direct 
emails letting them know events are going on in the area.  The TDA is sending out flyers but 
there have been no direct emails to businesses to let them know what’s going on.  Chris 
mentioned the new GoLakeLure.com app is really becoming popular.  That site keeps on top of 
events occurring in and around Lake Lure.  Chris discussed the use for this site that businesses 
can check it, but as well when visitors come to town, the hoteliers, restaurants, stores, etc., can 
mention the site to visitors so the visitor can be as informed as well. 
 
Linda discussed the Olympiad and the volunteer rally next week.  This year there will be some 
great food for the athletes.  At the end, on Sunday, after the Race to the Rock, they will have a 
gathering at the Gathering Place where they’ll be awarding the prizes.  Linda said the number of 
athletes this year is higher than ever before.  They’ll max out at about 800 participants.  This will 
be the 10th year for the Olympiad.  Melodie congratulated Linda for the continued success of the 
event.  There was discussion about how far the Olympiad has come since it began.  They’ve fine 
tuned some things, which has really helped in the success of the event.   
 
Status of the Town Center Walkway 

 

Ed is working with Shannon Baldwin on Town staff regarding the Town Center Walkway 
extension. Town Council has approved $20K this fiscal year for projects at the discretion of the 
P & R Board.  After spending $10K for the aeration system at the beach, $10K remains in the 
P&R discretionary budget, part of which is planned to extend the Town Center Walkway from 
the west end of the Flowering Bridge on to Boys Camp Road.  Melodie has 10 pallets of stones 
remaining from the original Town Center Walkway construction project.  The Flowering Bridge 
Board has been working on a design plan.  Shannon is working with Vic Knight and a steering 
committee on another plan for the entire Rocky Broad Gateway which includes the bridge area.  
Shannon is trying to bring everyone together for a unified plan to take to DOT, who still owns 
the land.  There will be a meeting on August 15th with the Flowering Bridge Board to sit down 
and come up with a plan, who will pay what, and what the DOT will allow at this point.  There 
was further discussion of the plan to complete the path to Boys Camp Road.  Chimney Rock 
Village is working on extending the walkway on to the village.  Designs for a planned gateway 
welcome monument on the west side of Boys Camp Road have not been approved yet, but the 
plan is to incorporate Town of Lake Lure and Chimney Rock Village designs in the monument.  
Clint stated that the State/FEMA have funds for acquisition of flood plain properties to preclude 
certain development, and there was discussion regarding other pieces of property in the Gateway 
zone.  There was also discussion regarding the need for a campground for outdoor enthusiasts, 
and the areas that could be used for such.  

 
 

 

 



Status of work on parkland maintenance punch list 
 
Melodie removed some trees and has done some work on Donald Ross Park trails.  Ed 
mentioned some other trees overhanging that needed to be removed eventually.  There was 
mention by Ed about putting some gravel on an area of the Rhododendron area that tends to stay 
muddy due to poor drainage. 
 
Additional Discussion topics   

 
Ed passed around a design regarding the Rocky Broad Gateway Plan.  He stated that Vic has 
come up with a design that calls for a transportation hub, areas that people can park then be 
shuttled  to the Lake Lure Town Center, CRP, and Chimney Rock Village.  There was discussion 
regarding the plan.  Martyn inquired about the kayaks going down the Rocky Broad from Bat 
Cave.  Melodie mentioned that they’re exiting the river below the bridge to CRP.  There was 
discussion regarding access for kayaks near the Flowering Bridge.  Ed mentioned that the DOT 
has put in river access areas downstream from the dam.  There are areas with parking and 
constructed steps that you can bring your kayak up the embankment.  Clint mentioned that DOT 
will be replacing the bridge on US 64/74 just before Bills Creek Road and that there are 
discussions with the NC Wildlife Commission for a kayak/canoe access there.  Jonathan 
mentioned that Lake Lure Baptist Church near the bridge will be building a parking area along 
with the new church building, and that he’s been talking with some people from the State and 
that they are interested in building a parking area by the river for paddlers near the church 
parking area, which could potentially serve as overflow parking for the church as well.  There 
was also discussion regarding the counters used on BCP trails that count the users.  Ed talked 
about the trail to the bolder field from the bottom of the hiker/biker loop trail and that  would 
proceed to the top of the loop trail near the boulder field and will allow hikers to shorten their 
trip back if they so desire.  The Carolina Climbers Collation will have a work day on the 24th of 
August that will start working on that trail.   
 
Ed told the Board that the Triple Crown Bouldering series has committed to bringing a new, 
fourth event to their series---at Rumbling Bald Mountain in December.  Lake Lure will be 
hosting competitors and family members who wish to camp in Morse Park similar to what was 
done for Cycle NC and all competitors and viewers will be shuttled over to the CRP climbers’ 
parking lot on Boys Camp Road.   
 
New Issues 
 
Dredging plans and the affect on Morse Park 

 
Clint updated the Board on the dredging plan for this winter.  The impact to Morse Park will be 
very low.  The lake will begin to be lowered 6-8 ft on 1 December and the first dredging will 
take place at Rumbling Bald Resort thereafter, as well as some other coves, but this would not be 
the hydraulic dredging but excavation dredging.  On 1 March the lake will be allowed to rise to 
normal level and when so, hydraulic dredging will begin in the Broad River and the adjacent lake 
at its mouth and continue until the required depth is reached. Clint explained the dredging 
process, the usage of trucks, and the separation of materials.  He mentioned the silt shelf area 



extending out into the lake.  Clint mentioned that their focus is going to be on the river and out to 
the silt shelf. Clint also mentioned that the only time the spoils pits in Morse Park might be used 
is if the spoil pit on the north side of the river became too full and they had to switch until that 
overfill was trucked away.  He didn’t feel that this would be the case. Other than this, the only 
thing that might be a disturbance was the dredge muffler noise, but they will be using a type of 
filter to help silence it more.  There was further discussion regarding the dredging.  There was 
discussion about its impact on the recently installed aeration system near the beach.  Clint said 
that we may have to pull up the air hose lines if they do any dredging at the beach, but this is not 
planned at this time. There was further discussion regarding the depth that the contract was 
required to meet every year during the 10 year contract.  Clint said that that depth would be 
considered after looking at several things including the watershed.  He further mentioned things 
that have been discussed for keeping the sediment from coming into the lake.  Ed expressed his 
appreciation to Clint for explaining the dredging plans to the Board. 
 
Ed Dittmer adjourned the meeting at 2:45pm 
 
Minutes were taken and transcribed by Kat Canant, Town Liaison  
 
The next Parks & Recreation Board Meeting will be September 4, 2014. 
 
 
 
 


